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IRRICATION IN  NEBRASKA.

The Subject Tlinstrated by the Buccessful
Exp:rience of Colorado.

HOW WATER IS APPLIED TO ARID LANDS.

Operations In the South Platte Coun-
try, Just Acrvoss the Stare Line
—=How the State Assists
tho Work,

(Third Article))

The arld voglon of Nebeaskin adjoins the
state of Colorado on the west and =outh, On
toth sidos of this imaginary oo the soll, the
olimate and sl natural conditions are the
same, Hot onone side there is agricaltural
prospority of a high and growing order, On
the other side thera ls poverty and distross,
On one side Les the gaedet, on the otler side
the desert,  During the past senson the farm-
ers living In the valley of the South Platte in

"Colorado ratsed tealn lowds of potatoes and
sold them for fubuldus prices, In the same

peviod the farmers liviog in the  val
ley of the South Phlatte in Nebraska
ralsed  searcely anvthing, and wany of

thom are now recciving food and clothing
from the state and they must look to the
snme source for the seed of future crops,

Nebraska had the advantages of carlier
petticment.  Bhe has a larger population and
more wnlth in the aggregate, but in the
matter of irrigation she Is but an infant to a
man whet eomipared with Colorado,  Aund fr-
rigation in Colorado has only begun.

These facts are not, however, as discredit-
able to Nebraska as av first appears, Nobody
ever pretended that Colorado eould depend
on rainfall. Westorn Nebeaska, with the aid
of unserupulous Innd agents, was persuaded
that sho could. Experience s o harad mas-
ter, but we are learning the lessson at
1ast, and the late severe drouth may turn out
to be o blessing in disguise,

As the best possible means of (llustrating
how ierigntion can bhe accomplished heve, this
paper will undertako to trace how it has been
accomplished in Colorado in the face of simi-
lar difficultyes,

I—-Brorsxives of Tie Wonk 1x Cororino,
The total arem of Colorade is 643,560,000
acres.  Of  this vast domain 20,500,000
acros is mountain land, hopeless for agri-
culture, but rich In  minernls and
timber, The balince, of 40,000,000 acres,
is composed of platean, plain and valley, and
hasasoil fit to grow any crops that will
thrive in this latitude and altitude. But it
is norfectly arid.
When the first pioneer settlor pushed his
way  acoss the plains and into Colorado,
gover thirty yeurs ago, ho found only a few
thousand of thesa millious of neres undor cul-
tivation, and those only by means of rude
ditches constructed by unskillful Mexican
farmers. Now, according to the latest statis-

tlon of wwhat is loeally known m the “English :
company,' an association of Scoteh capitald.
tsts. Their first nodertaking was the con-
struction of the Larimer and Weld eannl
which takes Its source In the Cache
In Poudrm river, two miles north-
west  aof Fort Coilins, and rins
enst ncross Lavimer and Weld counties for a
distance of forty-five miles. 1tls twentyfive
to thirtv feet wide and from fve to seven foot
deop, It lins acapacity sufMoient to irrignte
40,000 seres, nlmost all of which aenow in a
high state of cultivation, This large cinal
has vow beery lo operation nearly ten yoara,
Threo amall redirvoirs are used In connection
with this enterpirise,

Tho success of this canal led the same eapi.
talists to undertale o lorger and more diM-
colt project, This was to tap the Plitto
river as it leaves the mountains and develop
the lands lying around Denver, The scheme

had been  longe talked of and for
years had  walted only for the nssist-
nee of ocapitalk The econstraction ol

this "High Line cannl,’ as it Is called, was
beeun early 10 the sprlnge of 1550 and con-
tinued without ceassation till 1859, It is o
fino piece of englnecring, with Its dam in the
river, its tunnel at the head of the canal, 118
flumo in the canon, and ks numoroiis fluimes
aeross the erecks that lie in its coursa, The
main caudl Is seventy miles long, md forty
feot wide for nlarvee part of its longth, 1t
hias o beanch about tweatydive miles long
and of smaller dimensions. It waters be-
twoon fifty nndsixty thousanud acres, It cost
£650,000,

This was the beginning of irrigation in

Culorado, It demonsteated that If water
could  be applied to tho arid soil the
desert would blossom as the rose, It
converted timid, unbolieving  capital

intonn ageressiveally of thoe state's devel-
opment. With the success of these two
undertukings of the English company, irrlga-
tion was established as a groatand promising
factor in the life of Colorado. Capital cama
from England, from IHolland, fromm New
York, from Chicogo and St Louls, to seek
investiment wheroe returns were assured. And
Denver itself—a hint  for Omahn-—readily in-
vested Inlrrigution entorprises the capital it
had accumulated with phenomenal rapldity
in muing and roal estate. Nebraska stands
today where Colornio stood ten yedrs ago.

IL—IN¥ NORTA KRN COLORADO.

From n N cbraskn standpoiut  the most in-
teresting part of irrigated Colorado is that
portion lying botween Douver and the Ne-
braska line, and especially in the vallyy of
the Somzh Platte. The accompanying map
shows tho developments . this regionata
glance,

This part of Colorado is precisely like our
arid region. It has the same soil aud climate
and draws its water supply from one of the
sources which we must utiliza. The stato
lino that separates Nebraska from Colorado
is anly imagioary, but the line that runs be-
tween irvigated prosperity and arld distees
is areal line, plainly marked on the surface
of the earth.

The association of forelen capitalists al-
roady alluded to undertook the development

- NORTHERN

COLORADO.
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Fhowing how thoS8outh Platte and otherstrenmy are harnessol tosystems of lrrigation,
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tics avallable, Colorado has 4,0M,400 acres
nndor diteh, for which she has paid, through
the investmont of private capital, §11,150,000,

Bettar than this, she has  organlzed all
the publie and private forces, enncted
comprehensive laws, and  done  various

other things to secure the furthor develop.
ment of irvigation on the grandest scale
How has all this been done} 1t isa story of
persistont enorgy and untiring efforts alrected
sgainsy difoulties, but aiming at great and
certuin results,

The first attempt to build a large altch in
Colorado was undertaken in 1860 by a fow
citizeus of Denver, They spont $10,000 and
managed to make a compldte failure of it
owing to tho lack of experisnce and the un.
fortunate fact that thole vordant engineer
_had omitted to give any fall to his grade line
Both the citizens and the engineer retired
from tho business, but the spivit of enterpriso
kept on. Two years later the IPlate
water company’s diteh was huilt with betler
succuss, and it still furmishes Deaver with its
irrigating water, Between 15642 and 1850 the
freigation movement got well under way.
Numerous small ditches woere mude, fully
demonstrating the foasibility of the project,
and o systematie offort begun to interest
large capital, Colorads hsd fhrst o overcome
the skepticlsm of cupital, as Neobraska siill
has Lo some measure.

The real developruent of the arid roglous in
the Couteunial state bogan with the forma-

N
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of the wide-stretching plamns in the northern
part of the stute. Tho Platte valley canal
takies its source in the Platte river, about
three miles north of Lupton, o town twenty-
elx miles porth of Denver, The canal has an
appropriation of 490 cubie feet per socond
and ean lrrigate 20,000 neros, The constrae-
tion cost about 35,000, There is a substan.
tlal dam in the river, 200 feot long, whioch
cost about §,0K. From the faot that there
ar no flumes nornay timber work of any
kind on the canal, with the exception of the
dam, its maintenance is comparatively inex-
pensive,

The Loveland and Groeley canal is another
of the enterprises with which this same com-
pany s connéotad, Its hoad is located on the
Blg Thompson near Lovelnud. It is thirty-
ono miles long, twenty-six feet wide and tive
feor deep, with a varmble grado. Its appro-
printion of water is 440 cuble feel per second,
and it Is capable of irrigating 22,000 acres, of
which nearly onethind s undor oultivation,
This canal cost about §150,000, There nre
two reservoles vear e head, which have
eich asurfuce arca of nearly fifteen hundred
aores. A reservoir has also been constructed
at its lower end, on the niloverlvoking
Creeley, which Is capable of bolding 2,000,x0
ouble feet of water,

The North Poudre canal Is worthy of men-
tion in this connection. It is & private en-
terprise aud presents some ongiveering fea-
ture; of more than uswal buterest,  The canal

takes it wuter [from the north fork of the
Cadhe In Powlre river, in the northwestern
portion of Larimor county. The dam in the
ocanon Isns gost nspecimen of this clasa of
work ns 15 to be found in thestate. The dam
Coat 87,500,

These are the Iargest irrlention enter-
prisea In the portion of Colorado nearest
Nuobraska, thotgh there aro hundreds of
smallor canals and ditches of grost valuo to
thoe region.

—

HL=80ME LARGER COLORADO ENTERTHISES,
It other parts of the state, especially in the
San Luls, the Gunnison and the Arknnsas
vialleys, thers ave still larger works of irciga-
tlon.

Prominont among  them is the Empire
eanal, inthe San Luis walloy, which takes
witer from tho Rlo Grande fourteen miles
above Alnmosn and extonds southward to the
Iio Conejos. This Is thirty miles long, sixty
feot wide at the head and five and a hulf feot

deop; discharges 1400 cubice feet par secondy

neer, who shoild Bave the oversight of all
these entorprises and see that they cons
formed to the wise laws of the state. The
provisions of these Inws will be more fully
dwelt upon fn o subseguaent article.

In his message dellverca to the logislature
during the past week Gover-
nor Routt admirably summed wup the
present relations of the stete to this snbjoct.
He said that lrecigation was the most vital
snd pressing subject thot would come before
the logislature; that the people were holding
mass mectings in varlous parts of the state
to discuss prlority of rights and the use of
water for domesticpurposes; thatthis matter
ealled for an early and decisive opinion from
the suprome court, and that the leglsiature
should pass effective lnws on the subject. He
nlso ndvoentes the establishment of reser-
volra, and urges the legislature to call upon
congress 10 assist in this work by speedily
donnting the arid public lands to the states.

Besides the assistauce dircetly obtained
from the state, vacions forastey, agricultura

THE: METHOD OF IRRIGATION.

tributing ditels atthe head of the Held.
fleld

The water enters the Intern] from the maln eannl when the gate isratsod, and rons Into a dis-
It is then diverted to the plow furrows, which
ire dommed at frogquent Intervals, cnusing tho water o distribute isell over the entire

covers 120,000 acres, of which the company
owns 74,000, Tt has cost B120,000 and promai-
ses to be a most, profitable investment.

The Del Norte is the largest ircigoting
canal inthe United States. It Is sixty-five
feet wide on the bottom at the headgate, car-
rying water five and ahall feet deop, with
side slopes threo to one, making tho top width
at water Lline nincly-elght feet. Four miles
from the head it is Dbifurcated: the larger
branch being forty-two feot wido at the bot-

“wom: " fost ']
wide. There are about filty miles of main
channel. It carries somiéthing over

2400 cuble feet of water per second nnd
is clrculated to lrrigate aver 200,000 acres. It
islocated inthe San Luis valley in southern
Catifornia, takes its supply from the Rio
Granderiver and covers the lsmd in the
northern end of the valley, It coat £300,000.
The peculiar featurein the coustrnction of
this canal wis the rapidity of its completion,
the entire work being accomplished within a
period-of four mouths,

The Citizens' canal is in the same neighbor-
hood, takiog its supply from the Ttio Grande
river, ¢ight miles below the Del Norte and
on the opposite side of the river, It is de-
gigned to irvdgate the lands in the southwest-
ern part of the San Luls valley. It covers
100,040 peres nnd cost #200,000,

The Uncompahgre canal, in the west con-
tral part of the state, covers about sixty-five
thousand acres of the lunds of the Uncom-
pabre valley, The entire valley has n consid-
erable fall to the north, about sixty feet to
the nille, which gives the canal the appear-
guce of having an ascending grade, and ne-
cessitates the freauent use of drops or over-
falls. The entive cost of this canal was 810,-
004,
The Grand river eannl system, in the ex-
treme western part of the state, is n combi-
nation of three canals, projected and largely
bullt by the farmers of the Grand river val-
ley, but purchased and united by the present
owners, The combined appropriating capac-
ity is 080 cubie foot per second. There are
about sixty-five miles of main channel, cov-
ering some forty thousand acres. A striking
feature is numerous overfalls or “drops,”
ranging from four feet to thirty-six feot in
height.

The Fort Morgan canal, in the northeast-
ern part of the stite, takes it supply from the
Platte river, about ninety miles below Den-
ver, Itistwenty-elght miles long and thirty
feet wide at the bottom :  earries water three
and one-half foet deep and has a slope of one
in 3,90 ; capacity something over three hune.
dred and forty cubie feet per second. 1t frri-
gutes 20,000 neres and cost about 805,000,

Besldes these large enterprises many oth.
ers are under way and ireigation s still in
the full tade of doveloproent.

IV.~MOW TIE STATE FOSTERS IRNIGATION,

It s neither possible or necessary within
the limits of this article to desoribe more
fully the progress of irvigation in Colorado.
The object ls to show that pur nelghbors have
suceessfully overcome every difieulty whioh
wo are pow facing, and therchy point the
way to thespeeldy and complete reclamation
of our arid lands. For this purpise, how
ever, it is very essential that the work done
by the statw should be understood.

In his report to Governor Adams of Decem-
ber, 1838, J, 8. Greone, state cngineer of ir
rigation, used these words: “But, however
cnervgetie ber people may have been, how-
ver skilled In construction or froitful in
resources, it wius in the legislative halls and
the court rooms that thoy fostered pest Ool-
orado's wonderiul development fn irrigation
enterprises,”  In other words, there would
have been no capitalists, no grand undertak-
fngs, If the oxocutive and legislative ofcers
of the commonwealth, aud all manner of pub-
lie associations, had not unitea in en effort
to push the agricultural development of the
state, That Is the polnt which the people of
Nobraska must comprehond at this juncture

In the first place, Colorado bas given great
attention to ber laws bearing on  the subject
of irvigation. She has constantly broadened
them to meet the growing demands of the
subiject and only recently has appointod a
commission to completely revise thom, The
object bas been to  encoursga capital, to pro-.
tect the water supply, to guarintes equal op-
pgrtunities to all purts of thestate. A very
Important step in reaching these ends waus
the appoivtuent of a compelent state engi-

work has boen hmught_g.‘,' ﬁ .
@m*ma by 5. 2

and truit growers' assclations are giving
their influence systematically to the de-
velopment of Irvigation in all directions,
and are puarding it from every stoand-
point, from the preservation of  the
waler supply on the mountain tops to the
fortitization of the farthest acre on the edge

of the arid belt,
1t was by means of this deep and ecarnest
conviction of the valtie of irrigation that the
&) SLig

operation with private capital and loeal en-
terprise, that a great empire west of the 100th
meridian in Nebraska can be made prosper-
ous,

Coloradn ranks high among mining states,
It abounds in silver, gold, iron, coal and other
minerals, But, without a single foot of natu-
raliy arablo land, its agricultural product
in the year 1500 exceeded 1n value the output
of all its mines, Could thore be u more elo-
quent tribute to freigation?

In closing this sketeh of the progross m
Colorado 1 leave untouched o mass of mater-
lal on the subject for lack of space. But
enough bns beon sard to prove the truth of an
old proverb, wnich; revised for the ocoasion,
would read:  **What Colorado hus done, Ne-
briska can do,”

Next week's articla will deal with the frri-
gation laws of Neornskn and the urgent de-
mands for their rovision and enlargement, a
subject rendered timely by the approaching
convention at MeUook,

Wirttias E. Surrue,
—_ .-
CONNUBIALITIES,

YT« Bronson a singlo man

YNotquite. He's about haif a man."

The average wife baws 1o nsk her husband
{‘or money and in most cases he bates to huve

er.

“So your wife has left you? ©Sho has”
“What wore her last words on leaving youl”
“Is my hat on steaight ™
InBachelor—Does your wife always have the
Ost word? .

. Beuedict (sadly)—Never:; I invariably get
4

Grand Rapids leads the world in its per-
centage of divores to marmiages, This yeur
tllw rictlo was one to five aud last year one to
slx.

Somehow papn tells his fairy tales to
mammi instead of to the little ones. And
wam i I8 generilly not enough of a little one
to swallow them nll.

He—Are you intimately acquainted with
Mr. Wilson?

She (from Chicago)—Only slightly., I was
married to him onee,

Mewm frau is ponea, divorced nway—
I tells you dot s funpy,

I haven't got zwoei Qounr left,
And she gov alimony,

A New York husband wus so insancly
jealous that he wonld take his wife's shoes
with him when ho went to work so that she
could not go out in s absence,

Ho—What vemedy would you suggest for
the deplorable condetion of the mnreisge luws ¢

She—Appropriaie peanltics, First offence.
short sentence: second, for life !

Hicks—Maria, [ dea’t belleve you would
wuke ur I Gabriel were to blow his horn!

Mrs, Hicks —You would; the faiutest sug-
gestion of & horn would rout you out enrly.

Judge—You are charged with bigamy, Mr,
Smith. Have you sdrthing to say tothe
chargol

Prisoner—No, sir, I'm not fool encugh to
talk against two women.

Mrs, Grumps—If that stranger you were
talking to sald nothing about his wife, how
do vou know he is married |

Mr. Gramps—Oh, belooked so sort o' sym-
pathetic when 1 told him I was,

Bingo—Dear mo, P'm tired. My wife got
e up at 6 o'clock this mormio g,

. Kingley—'What did she get yon up so carly
or!

Hingo—She wanted to eatéh the noon train.

For seven wvears s Hoosler named Pote
Dayton had obliged bis wife to support the
fumily by washing and be had left an aver-
age of & porweek In the salaons, The W bite
Caps took him out and thrashed him and in
less than elgit months he had carncd §00
and kept sober every doy.

It is the women who do the projosing in
Dahomey. When o girl reaches the nge of
elghteen she is eligiole for matrimony and
she at once suts out to find some one willing
to marry her.  Frequently sne takos & hus-
band on trial for 8 month or two befury chines-
ing him for better or worse,

Jammes Parls, 8 Toanessean, was
to hunt, and Lis good wife loaded his gun for
nll day. When he drew o boad oh & siuirrel
there was o orash and o bang, sud. while the
uqluin\:l éscuped, Mre. Pards returned home
with a broken jaw, five tweth gone and two
tingers ready for amputation,

rnln.,- out
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A DAY IN DARKEST OMAHA.

—

Experinoe of The Bee Raeporter in the
Homes of the Needy,

THE STRUGGLE FOR MERE EXISTENCE.

Tales of Saffering Which Should
Toueh the Hedets and Purses
of the Happy and
Frosperons.

Whateverof just esuse the ieo denlers may
have had for complaint regarding 1t, the mild
weather thut hos characterized the wintee
thus far has certianly been a God-send to the
unfortunato poor.

In a ity the slie of Omaha there are many
such, and the amount of suffering that has
been averted by the merdiful vewpering of
the wintry blasta is not to be caculated,

There are, within the limits of this happy,
prosperous, well-lighted and well-fea city,
scores of cheerless nnd forbldding places
wherd poverty and hunger are constant
though unwelcome guests. The nesdy ones
who, from nocessity and not from cholea, are
wont to call these places “home” find in
them no  realisation of the comforts
and enjoyments that, to the mnjority of the
human family, are so closcly associnted with
that sacred word, After visiting them, one
doubis the sentiment of Jolin Howard Payne,
that has found a responsive chard in so many
hearts, aud is will nigh convineed that when
home becomes so humblo as this there are
other plrees far more desirablo.

True, no cases of heartronding destitution
bave been discovered this winter, and it is
possible that the c¢ases that have heen re-
ported do not meet with %o ready and goner-
ous polief bectiuse of the absence of this
feature. When the details are particularly
agonizing, there is u tendency on the
part of evervone to give spontane-
ously to relieve such  abject want,
and the object of the charity s amply pro-
vided with necessitiea nnd even ]‘uxum-s,
which will last until the cnse has entiroly
slippad from the mind of the greater numbep
of the givoers,

Tho scores of cases that demand attention
and assistance this winter present, their needs
in a general eall for chapity and tho responso
is neither as prompt nor as generous a8 would
be the case if harrowlng detalls were  pres-
ented to awnken the sympntthies of those who
are natarally charitably ihelined.

There are undoubtedly many cases where
all neoded assistance Is given by kind-hearted
neighbors, and all knowledge of them is
withheld from the public, but where the ease
demands constant support the strain is too
heavy for a fow to bear, aud It is then thay
an appeal is made to the geoeral public for
syatematio giving.

Comparatively fewof the citizensof Omahn
are accustomed to bestowing their charities
systematically, The nearest approach to a
board of relief outside of the ofMice of the
county poormaster is that in connection with
St Timothy's mission and superintended by
Missionary Reedy.

A Due reportey accompanied Mre, Reedy on
one of his trips to note the condition and sur-
roundings of some of the families who arve de-
}mndnnt. for support on their more fortunate
ellows.

It was fonna that the majority of thom ex-
fsted in one room hovels, some of them faivly
wind and weather proof, and others offering
but litule resistance to the encroachments of

the elernoents.
The first place visited syas the littlo hat
roar the sorner of wuntla and Castellar,

whose case was recently publ héd%‘l‘l’l'i
Ber, when ber husband was sent to
the hospital for the insane at Lincoln.
Previous to that time the destitution of the
fumily was not known, but when Tire Bee
called public attention w it a number of
charitably disposed ladies and gentlemun in-
torested themselvesin the case, and it was
L nter taken in eharge by Mr Reedy, The
mother of the family of five children is al-
most helpless, suffering from an orgunie
trouble, to remedy which a surgieal opera-
fion Is veguirad. The operation is provided
for, together with the uocessury medicines,
and it is statod that 20 will furnish such ap-
]:lmm:r-s and bandages as may be needed.
"wo of the boys and one girl ure now large
enough to be of some scrvice, and the family
would be self-supporting with the mather's
health vestored, mrs. Reed s o very oner
getic and intellipent woman, aud appreciates
keenly hor dependent position,

The next case investigated wns out among
the hills southof Hanscom park, whore o
family by the namo of Taylor reside ina
rough bodrd cann, Sicknoss was tha causo
of their destitution, and the medical nelp
that hos been donated hus put them on their
feot ugnin, and it isnot probable that they
will need further help,

A fomily named Miller was noxt  visited,
They live in a 10x12 box near the corner of
Twonty-seventh and Mason.  The ground is
leasea for 2 a month, and the occupint owns
o few hundred fectof Jumber that entered
into the construction of his huwimble abode,
Justnow, in addition to other cares, he is
worrled bocause of & notice to guit tho prom-
ises, Allof the surrounding property has
been raised to grade, and the wratched littlo
orib is down in a nole ten feey deep, so that
tho roof scavcely rises above the level of the
ad jacent street,

Thils, of course, 18 another one room affair,
and the furniture consists of two  beds, two
chuirs, a threelegged chair backed up in one
corner, o badly eracked cook stove and two
children. A fow dishes momentarcily threaten
to fall from a nurvow shetf over the table,
and two or three show bills and advertising
cadendnrs serve as hric-a-brac and cover long
eracks in the walls av tho saiue time,

The head of the family who was formerly a
eanvasser in the employ of the Metropolitan
company is vory low with eonsumption, and

looks as though the end wight coma at any
time, His cough seéems to shake the house
from foundution to ringe pole, Mrs. Millop

is energetically endesvoring 10 support the
faniily by washing, but the cost of medieines
mutkes it almost hopeloss work,  One child
wins bu ried aboat two woeks ago and churitable
peaple defrayed tho funernl expenses. As.
sistaneeis belug rendered the family, but the
outlook for the brave little woman who is
strengeling along agalust such overwhelming
odds is anything but encouraging,

The next stop wis at the habitation of Jens
Larvsen, a day luborer, who resides with
constantly increasing fanily on Fougteonth
stroot just noth of Nicholas, Loy s
“awey up! compared with some of the fami-
lies visited, o that he hns two roows in
which to divade Lis poverty

His rent has been paid by the Danish  so-
elety, and free medieal pssistance hns brought
him through a severe case of blood poidoning,
With a little more help Lavsen will be able to
nirain provide for his Tamily,

Mrs. Sisse Isa widow with three ¢hildren
who reside in a primitive litile hut oan Locust
strect, east of the railropd tracks. One boy,
aged thiveen yoars, is o eripple, with a false
jolut in one leg bolow the kuee, and the
mothier s aMicted with o running sore on ono
hip, that renders her holpless mueh of the
tine. Shn makes an attempt to eke out an
existence for hevsell and elildren ever tho
woshibodard, The family is sedly in nesd of
continued nasistance, and a physician who
has examined the caso says that n brace
ought to be secured at once for the crippled
Doy,

Assistance was asked by a famlily named
Ruby living near the corner of Ninth and
Giartiold avenue. 'I'he Mmther is soventy-six
yenars of age, and Is sufforing with  asthima,
Thero ure five children, all girls, the young-
cat only two years of age, Misslonary Recedy
Jutimated that 4 wan with the apparent vigar
of the head of the fumlly ought o contil buta
maore to theie support. A lttle elothing and
a fow provisions togother with places for the
older girls 10 work will probably be all thoy
will requlre.

The most pltiable case that was founa was
thut of Mrs, Kalph, st the corner of Thirtys
thind and Maple stroets,

Her husbaid was addioted to deink and
finally vau away and  deserted  ber, leaving
hey with four sinall chldreen wad o means
of support. The oldest child is under fve

)

years of nge, and the youngest is about six
months old, The mothier is nursing the two
younger childron, beloge foreod to thus nour
sh the aolder of the two eeause of ey sl
ity to provide for stin ahy other wav, The
houso 1s o diiopldated brick, with one win.
dow entirely gone, and several paies of elass
missing from the othors, One of the dovrs is

badly demoralized and {5 Mttie loss than a
relie, The nelghibors have beoon contribu.
ting for the wollef of the famlly. ‘The case

was brought 10 tho atrention of the Inndlowd,
who  awis ot aware of the stalw of
affairs, and who flually offered to lot
the family hiave ths housoe freee of ront for the
balniea of the winter, A fuel mervchnnt
whose attention was called to tho case,
womptivsent ialf aton of coal.  Food must
o supplied at oneo. Mres. IRaiph s sadly in
need of clothilng both for horself and  hor 14t-
tie ones,  Medleine will ve supolied throueh
the free dispensary  connected  with St
Thmothy's wiission,

All puckaged contributed for thouse of the
poor may bo left  at M. O, Maul's, or will be
called for in any part of the city if Mr. Reody
Is notified at telophone H5,

—— y——
ODDS AMD ENDS,

Thoe cotton crop of Alabama s valied at
&0, 000, (00,

There are 15,000 brass bands in this coun-
tey, with 150,000 performoenrs,

The rails in tho United states would go
arvind the earth twelve times,

A large onk treo known to bo 140 years old
has been felled at Flint, Mich.

The decpest hole ever bored into the earth
is the artosicn well ut Potsdam, which is 5,500
feot deep,

Lake Maltland, Orange county, Fla., has n
cornet bayd eomposed of thirteen young lu-
dies aud two gentlomoen,

Sixty thousand people nre out of work in
thao eity of Berlin, Nincty thousand aro out
of work In the east end of London alono,

The deepest ocean in the world I8 the Pa-
cifie, Nenr the Ladrone islands o depth of
4,470 Tathoms, or over five wiles, was  found,

The number of telephones now underrental
by the sell telephone  compiny 18 475,795, an
incrcase of 35585 over tho samo timo last
FOAr,

Mary Fddy, colored, of Cincinnatl has sued
f hookbinder to recover her fumily bible,
which sho clalms she placed with Lim to be
rebound,

But one lettor 1s duplicated in the follow
Ing sentence, which contuins all the lotters
of the alphabet: “Quiz Jack; thy frowns
vex G. 1. Plumb, "

A Chicago man, who
slept with

L

for dve years had
4 revolver under his pillow as o

protection against burelirs, found [t wis not®

loaded inall that time,

South Carollnn scoms to have a fondness
ks for tho ol soldivrs of thoe rebellion,
Iver one hundred ex-confederate soldiors ave

in the legisluture of that state.

A jeweller says that itls o rave thing for
himto sell o gold wateh chuin.  Evervbody
buys the plated article nowadays, even those
people who are well anple to afford the solid.

Ciwesar Hornbeck, colored, who died at
Montgomery, N. Y., lnst week, woas known
to bo over ono hundred years old. He elalmed
to be about one hundred and five yours of
age,

Animals nre kept on the roofs of the housoes
in Lima, Peru, andit freguently happens that
a cow passes her whola 1ifeon o roof, being
taken thore as o eull and brought down finnlly
as frosh beel,

Ollver Wendell Holrmes has just Inventaed
two more admirable words—pscudopathy”
and “‘pseudotherapy,’’ one sigulfyiog the
quack sclienee of diseise and the other the
qguack method of liealing,

A sweat potato  weighing twenty-seven
[)numls, raised at Waxahachie, Toex., and u

obster weighing twenty  pounds, ratsed out
of doep water off Atlanticville, 1 1., urt tho
latest chamulon heavyweight edibles.

Different classes of substances have bein

g ; taste in the fol-

stances, swoets and alkalles. The taste
nerves are nearly 2,000 times as seasitive to
quinine as to sngar,

The strength of spider silk is ineredible.
Size for slze ivis considerably stronger than
o biar of steel,  Auordivary spider’s thread
18 capable of beaving awelghtof three grains,
while astecl lh!'e:nruf e same thickuess
would support less than two.

M. L, Levi, near Newtonville, Ind, had
o apple tree wlifeh bore three oropa in one
season,  Thisled to newspaper comiment, n
paragraph fell under the eye of Mrs. Lou
Clifford of MeCordsville, hissistor, whom he
had not seen nor heard of for thirty years,
and they were reunited,

The orange was originally imported to this
country wenrs ago by the mission fathers,
whao brought the sceds feom Spain. They
woera planted about the old  missions, the
fruit belng used for domestie purposes, and
the erop Lemg simply suitable or large
euough for these vurposes,

It is suld that colloge fournalism originated
at Davtmouth in 1500, Dantel Webster being
editor of the pupor,  There are now 180 col-
lege papers in the United Statos and only one
in Englind, The four dailies arve the Cornell
Daily Sun, Daily Crimson, Yalo News and
the University of Michigan Daily.

A negress named Caroline Jenkins, living
noar Hopston, Tex,, is a veritable Ssmson,
Four police oficers went to arvest hiar, whoen
she took thein one by oue, threw them out of
the house and lockea the doors upon them,
She ean break o hilf-inch rope with cuse by
streteling it from bhand to hand.

Itis not alwoys the eoal oll or gasoline
stove that burns to death.  Mres, George
Hoedpatl opened o stoyve door ut Marvengo, 111,
with an u\lru:l. which enught five nod burned
her so badly that she died o a few hows, I
attempting to put the Hre out ner busband
burncd the ends of his flngers off,

Mr. trd MW, Strong of Otlawa,
Kan,, hud arrangod to celobrato the fAfy-tivst
auniversary of thele marringe receatly, and
relatives word present from various parts of
tho state to partlcipato ln the festivities. In
the morning Mr, Strong dicd and in the
afternoon Mres, Strong pussed away,

Tho greatest meat eaters in the world ano
the peopla of America, whose average con
sumption I8 175 pounds per annum.  The
English come noxt with an ayverage of o Hetle
aver 110 pounds, Tho French  eat only bhalf
s muoh meat as e English aud the people
of Germany, Austria and Italy still less,

I the mayor's court ut  Anthony, Fla., a
few duys ngo olad for violation of un ordi-
vance was flued §2, The conet erantod thoe
boy's mother the privilege of paying the fine
or whipping the il in . opeén court, She ao-
centad the ttlu'r wnd the mayvor had o cheok
her to prevent an unmerel fal whipplog,

Spectnctes were invented just GO vears
agn,  The uie of glasy to wid the sizht of do-
fective eves is, however, much older, Nero
looked throuvgn o coneave eliss o watoh-
ing  the glhdintorisl  games, and  many
other historical men of hls day wore de-
pendent on similar devices for lengihening
their sight.

Following is a scientiflo asseription of
what huppens when you Hehil o firo:  The
phosphorous on o mateh 18 ridsed by friction
to n tempemture of 150% furenhelt, at whileh
It fgunites, It raises the teaperatars of tho
sulphur, If ILhe a suiphor matel, 500=, when
the sulphur begins to bum.  The sulphur
rulser the hoat to 80802, when thewood tiudes
up tho work and produces n tomperature of
1,000= at whieh the coul ignites,

e

Mr. Jnmaos FPalifield, swhols the author of
“The Coney Island Walte," “Sunset Devond
the Missourd,' “*Omalin Exposition Walts
has just finished i wow musieal somposition
entitled “Cloveraor Boyd's Innugurs! Mareh,”
shortly to bo bssuod by Oliver Ditson com:
piny. Critios who have beard the maroh de-
cliie It is the author’s best work and weitton
i1 bis happiest volp,

- - -

“Noah's Avle," tho uow play which isto
follow the season of the pantomine of “Bubes
i tha Wood" ot Niolo's, New York, lato in
February, 15 uot at all descriptive of the duys
of the flood, but deuls with lfe in the big
city, Noab, in this caso, belog PRWL-
broker, and the “Ark" thetitle by wheh his
loan bureau is known,

L e .

The 100th performance of “Tho Last Word?
was ronchiod st Dady's last oighy, and tho
.'ummiy will hive wchileved one of the
Lest of all the successss ot this house, Tho
chsulng Tutsduy " Toe Scheol for Soondul'
will be revived luw form varied by AMr, Daly,

1

NUMBER 214
VERDI'S LAST GREAT OPERA,
A Humorous Expo::'ux; of 8ir Jolin Fal
stafi’s Doings,

ARRIGO  BOITO, THE BOOK MAKER,
The Crowning Composition of the

Great Macstro — Iteady for the

Op ning of La sScala Durving
the Scason of 18501 and ‘02,

At Intorvals, for many years past, tho Ttal
inn cowposer, Vonli, has rovealed th His neas
frionds o desive to write n comie opera-—or, i
ho phruses It o musical comedy as apart from
apera bouffe. Bt thedifenlty (o finding a
good Huretto defirred (he altempt &0 long
that the possibliity of success passed from
the minds of those around him—and after
vaiuly ropeated sonrches through the plays
of Goldony, Molicre and other noted plays
wrights, the mocstro himself appmently
abandoned the {dos, nud produced “Othelle'*
s the tinale of his Iufe work,

But evidently fate, or providence, or whats
ever people in genoral put theie fuith in, des
crood pthorwise, for in the summer of 1880
Verdl spoke of his cheated hopes to Arrigo
Boito, his collabortor—and the clever coms
noser of “Meflstofole' —who, pondering, res
tited to Nervi Ligare, near Genon, and aftor
forty-clght hours' close meditation and work
(80 it is said), put into Verdi's hovds a0 brige
fnnt skotel of thoe libretto of “Fulstaff,” and
urged the immedinte elaboration of the thome,

Verdlis a jealous guardian of Lis privacy,
and  greasping  the  mannserint  with
enger  hands  onjoined upon Bofto the
greatest socrocy, forbidding even the mone
tion of the task to Ricordi, Wis publishoer,
who incurred his disploasure befors tho pros
duction of “Othello’ by giving certain hints
to the press without vecoiving pernission 1o
o 8o,

Such was the eomposer's caution upon (this
occasion that, Lo avold exciting suspicion, ho
sont to Venlee for his scoroe paper.  Apropos
of this, [t is n foct that Vewdi mulies use  of
more pupoer than any other musical nutliory
not infrequently  writing a fow bars upon o
hundred shcets, only to toss them aside cons
secutively with norvous diseust, 05 unlueky
and vain nttempts,

Verdl is lavish (o genvine nealse of Boito's
libretto—considering it o chofl d'dovree and of
S0 thoroughly conleal n nnture a8 to afford
the greatest amusement o bhimself and the
author while worling upon It

Boito has made as much as possible of the
character of Falstaff —not confining the ap
penranee of the “Comical Gallan? lJ
that. “Most pleasatunt and excellent cong
celtea Comaeldle of Syr lohn Palstaff and the

Merrie Wives of  Windsor," but touchs
mg as well upon the role e bLeurs
in tho first, and second parts

of King Henry 1V,

Veudl declares the opera to be more than
half completed, and his friends add that that
signifles its immediate consummation. Als
though o lyvie comedy in the broadest sigals
fleation of thoe word, nud with no grand mass-
ing of chorus, vet [t Is adupted to the Seala,
where it will bo o suprome attraction duvin
the senson of 150149, 1

“ERalktafr” 18 divided fnto three acts an
fiye secnes, and, ws would seem upproprinte,
the title role I8 to be sustaluod by o baritone,
and a baritone, moreover, posscssed of o
roclone, as the Ttulinns say, proportionate in
strength to the “wiist two yurds about,” of
wprloh the reckless knight wus nsed to bun.sa

4 notto be influenced by any ono In the so-
lection of his artists, ''hore are many ims
portant personages in the opera and bat fe
chorus singers—fifteen  men nnd  thirty
women, but of superior excellohee. Aside
from this, childron will poso before the foot-
lights in thoe budlet,

It was mta dinper party at the Hotel Ml-
Inno that Vordl and Hoito first made thoie
work  known. Vordi's  guests  were
tio publishers, Ricordi and his beantiful
wife Ginditia thelr dosughter and son-in-law,
When the ehnmpague appeared, Boito ros
glass in hand, gave & toast to the suceess o
the “‘Pancione’? (bie fat fellow). Kach guest
gazed inguirinely at the  other without coms
prehending, Then he goave n toast to “Fals
stafY,” and Biguora Ricordl was the flrst to
divine that Panciono moant 1"«1staff, uud that
“Falatafl’ was the title of 4 new opern by
Verdl.

Verdi then gave a bricf sketeh of the plot,
showing that Boito had  clungz us closely to
the Shokespenreon text as he hnd in his coms
position of *Othello.”  Ricordi then brought
to mand the fact that twoenty-five yours ago
Verdl announced to him  the intention of re-
tiving upon his laurels —and, Indeed, for
soveral yvears the fertile and vivid inngione
tion seemed at rest, Dot fortunotely for all
musicloving peoplo, tho genfus that gave to
the world “'rovitore” and *Traviata” had
not tinished its course, nnd further efforts roe
siulted in the production of “Aida,” “Don
Carlos, ' “Manzoni's  Kequieum,” “Simon
Boceanegra,! and “Othello”—the  latter of
which was vot beenn uutil Verdi had reacticd
his seventieth year,

The graod old manof Italy, ns n contoms
porary calls him, is  hale and bearty ana in
wonderfully good spirits ~hoping even  to
witness o gala performance of  “lfalstaff*? on
his eighticth birthday, which will occur n
1804,

It is strange —almost incongruous—1o think
of a comie opera from the composer of *Aida”
and “Othello,'” but wo more extraordinary
thun jt seemed to the ndmivers of  Wagnep
that he should contemplite o comic opera
after the production of “Tristan and Isolde’
in 1565, However the success of the *Mels-
tersiyger! 4 your later more thun justitied
the attempt.  The latter masterpicon is ay
harmonious as it is eamieal, depending really
upon i study of charactor, Not at all the
seaiie work” thut French composers tako in
tinnd, And Verdi's “Falswaff’ 15 of o similue
nnture,

These freaks of ponius bring to mind some-
thing I oneo heurd Modjoskn afilrm-—n  balief
sha bield that mrtdsts tnvariably fancied thems
selves espocially giftod o an ul-|:u-\i1<- lne of
work to that in which they hod galved thoele
grentest sucoessea, udding that she had al-
ways imagined bersell particuludly suited to
soubrette parts, and Booth had never dou bted
lis great bat -.[urmuut ability to eunct the
low comedinn.

In appearanece Verdi stronzly resenmbles the
phovographs of Longfellow —with shining,
wavy bailr, dreamy eyes and o soensitive
mouth and ehin, Alwost shubbily dressed
and  tnnid and  retidng  in mian-
ner, he positively  suffers when attention is
arawn to him injpublic places—whore, as o
natural consequence he s roealy to be found
—ant the sight of Lis evidont distreess when
dengzeed  repoatedly upon tho stage of La
Scala, ufter the trivmohant perlormance of
SOLUello™ In 1857, would certinnly  have aps-
pealed greatly to n loss climorous und exclted
orowd,

He spends most of his time at his eountry
place, nd works for hours ench any over his
vegelnble gurdon, which SBignora Verdl o=
ists takes only second place in his affection
The peasants wround ure dovoted to him, an
never grunble il the “moesteo's”  tomntocs
or tutnlns belung botter prices thun theirs,

Boito In two wiys slightly reseinbles Wags
noy - first, in his problemationl writiogs, and
socoud, iualmang  bis two-fold facuities (for
he is both clover Tibrottist and musician) b
the generation of new forn wnd original
motter,  His successful and bosutifvl opera
“Melstolol®*  is to followed
by another oentitled “Nerone
which was to have Leen & novelty of the
Milan opern svason this year.  But he cheors
fully 'mll-t It aslde, unwiiling to pormit escape
of the opportunity of writing » libretto for

Verd,

It |8 lknown that BHoite, though so
yourg  and  zealous has  quite loss
faith o the lusion of fame and s mors

| happy to work qulstly with his vonerated

t frend,

|
|

l

or, baten in bund, leand his weld
drilled orchestes in an ardstie Interpretation
of Verndi's creations, thun seek uew honors
for himsell in tho same tield,

Minsin C, Fonn,




